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I would like to thank you all for attending our AGM this evening. It has been quite a productive year 

since last October, and the achievements made are paving the road for exciting times ahead for the 

community.  

Development of the field  

The vehicle entrance has been secured with steel gates and fencing installed by group members on a 

sunny Saturday morning in May. On the same morning Lenny Birmingham and AA Baker built a block 

shed to house the electricity supply with the blocks and materials supplied by Edworthy’s.  

The Electric supply has been installed by Western Power and this was kindly paid by Bow parish 

Council. 

Viv Steer and Tristan Hamilton provided vehicles and machinery to help with the tasks and Jerry 

from touchwood signs donated a no dogs allowed sign which Jon Hobbs has attached to the gate 

The area to host the first football pitch has been prepared with help of Langford Plant. The ground 

has been brought up and levelled to meet the requirements needed.   

The grass seeds have been sown by Viv Steer at the end of September this should allow for 

maximum germination with the right temperature weather and soil conditions. 

The drainage left a question mark in the minds of some. However John Palfrey from Avon Crop 

visited the site. John has had experience with many amenity areas. He advised the field looked to be 

naturally draining, and should not require drainage. John stated if during the season it turned out 

there were areas where drainage was required a herring bone system could be implemented at the 

end of the first season. We had in mind using a stone picking machine however this hasn’t 

materialised. John did however mention that stone picking could be done by hand with a better 

success rate. He told us the correct seeds to use providing fast growth and drought tolerance.  

Karl Tucker has supplied the drawings for the electrical installation. Simon Archer has donated the 

drawings for the changing rooms and we are awaiting drawings from Rob Collings for the raft 

structure which will support the changing rooms. Once we have these in hand they will be passed to 

building regs at Mid Devon District Council. 

On the fundraising side of things 

On the 30
th

 January we held the sports quiz at the village hall where Cambell Macalister was quiz 

master, Karl Tucker provided the catering and Doug Coles ran the bar supplied by the football club 

which they gave half of the proceeds to the recreation group. It was a great success and with some 

proactive draw ticket selling the whole event raised around £1000 



In August James and Lou of the White Hart Bow held their annual Ale and Cider Festival they very 

kindly asked if the Recreation Group would like to supply the draw prizes, sell the tickets and 

inevitably take the proceeds which the group happily accepted and this raised £842. 

We also had a generous donation from Sally Pratt who gave us the donations made at her late 

husband Mike’s memorial of £211.63. 

With the previous year spent mainly on planning it’s been a real breath of fresh air to be able to 

focus on a bit of action. It has been really great to see, hear and feel the sense of community spirit 

evolving as the initiative has taken shape. 

I feel the objectives for the year ahead should be to: 

• Ensure the pitch is ready for the start of the 2017-2018 football season, 

• Complete the changing rooms and Car-park 

• Start on planning a second pitch 

• Create a funding committee 

• Expand community awareness 

We have made some great achievements over the past year; you all deserve a pat on the back. You 

have all made my job as Chairman easier by showing great enthusiasm, initiative as well great 

support. Whatever the group has asked of you, you have all delivered.  

If we are able to continue at the current level of growth I feel the local communities of Bow and Zeal 

Monachorum have a lot to look forward to. 

Which leads me to end this report with the words 

Onwards and upwards 

 

Paul Edworthy 

Chairman 

 

 


